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“The Bias Inside Us”: Smithsonian
Exhibition Comes to the Library

Last summer, the Rye Free Reading Room proudly
hosted “The Bias Inside Us,” a thought-provoking
exhibition and community engagement project from =
the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition
Service. On view from June 28 through July 27,
2025, this dynamic exhibit explored the social
science, psychology, and consequences of implicit
bias, and how these biases impact our behaviors
and worldview.

Visitors were invited to challenge bias in the world
through awareness of their own biases. The exhibit
was made possible with generous support from
The Otto Bremer Trust.

In conjunction with the exhibition, the Library
presented a series of community events and
programs designed to foster conversation and
self-reflection. The program kicked off with an
opportunity to meet artist Angélica Daas and
experience her photographic project Humanee:

A Portrait of Humanity — which celebrates the
similarity of humans regardless of skintones and
backgrounds. This programming was funded by
the Westchester County Board of Legislatures.

Rye High School sophomore Hayden Souza and
Greenwich Country Day School sophomore Lily
Breitfelder—friends who approached the Library with
the idea of hosting the Smithsonian exhibit—said,
“As students and citizens, we are thrilled to have the
opportunity to help bring this important exhibit on
bias to our communities..." They encouraged
everyone to visit for an experience that challenges
how we see ourselves — and one another.

View the exhibit online at
https://biasinsideus.si.edu/homepage
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“My First Book Club”:
Sparking a Lifelong Love of Reading

The Rye Free Reading Room is planting the seeds of a lifelong love of
books with its newest program for young readers and their families,
“My First Book Club.” Designed especially for Kindergarteners, First
Graders, and their caregivers, this two-part seasonal series introduces
children to the joy of reading together in a fun, supportive, and
hands-on environment.

The club meets twice each season. At the first session, families gather
to listen to part of the selected book read aloud, followed by a creative
activity that brings the story to life. Children then take home their very
own free copy of the book—encouraging them to continue reading at
home with their families. When everyone returns for the second
session, the group dives into a lively discussion about the story, shares
a snack, and enjoys another activity inspired by the book’s themes

and characters.

By combining reading with play, art, and conversation, “My First Book
Club” helps children experience books as more than words on a page.
It builds excitement around stories, sparks imagination, and nurtures
critical-thinking skills. For caregivers, it also offers simple ways to
make reading together an enjoyable daily habit.

Children’s Librarian Elizabeth Ng, who
coordinates the program, explains: “The
program introduces kids to the model we
use for older children and exposes them
to books beyond picture books. Chapter
books can be intimidating, but are a little
more accessible when you are reading
together and having a good time!” She
adds, “Getting kids hooked on stories
early can set the stage for a lifelong love
of reading, and that's what this program
is really all about.”




2026 Save-The-Dates Calendar

Annual Meeting
February 5™

National Library Week
April 19—25™"

Vehicle Fair
Sunday, May 31

Summer Reading Program Kickoff
June

Library Card Sign-Up Month
September

Booksale Donations Accepted
Early September

Friends of the Library Booksale Preview
September 18th

Book Sale

September 19" & 20t
For details visit: www.ryelibrary.org/booksale

Annual Campaign Kickoff
September

Novel Night
Saturday, October 17"

Ninth Annual Spelling Bee
Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 11"

Friends of the Library Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 19"
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Staff Picks

Check out what the Library’s staff recommends you put on your reading list:

Susan Aufrichtig — Adult Services Librarian

Sipsworth by Simon Van Booy

“Sipsworth”is an uplifting, slender, gem of a novel, featuring characters who become
their best selves, through their interactions with an elderly woman and her pet
mouse, Sipsworth. This book is the warm embrace you didn't know you needed.

Lisa Fitzmaurice — Senior Children’s Librarian

Don'’t Trust Fish by Neil Sharpson

This picture book is hilarious, especially for older preschoolers and young elementary
students. | had a great time reading it with my son and will hopefully be able to share it
with him many more times.

Stacy Lavelle — Business Manager

Briar Club by Kate Quinn

Great historical fiction about friendship and secrets in an all-women boarding house in
1950's Washington DC, focusing on the paranoia of the McCarthy era and the changing
roles of women in post-war America.

Doreen Munsie — Communications Officer

Buckeye by Patrick Ryan

This is an enthralling story of two families in a small town in Ohio whose lives
become inextricably linked by a fateful secret, one that shadows them across
decades. Ryan's characters are beautiful yet flawed, yearning for love and searching
for belonging and forgiveness.
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Staff Picks (Continued)

Sarah Prosser — Teen Librarian

A Study in Drowning by Ava Reid

A beautiful and effusive dread threads every page of this dark academia gothic
romantasy novel following a young woman seizing her chance to leave a mark on a
world that has already left some marks on her.

Catherine Riedel — Assistant Director

Culpability by Bruce Holsinger

An engaging novel that explores family, healing and moral responsibility in the age of
artificial intelligence.

Arlo Sanchez — Library Assistant
Shadow Ticket by Thomas Pynchon
Pynchon'’s latest novel is a satire about a private eye sent to find a runaway heiress.

Chris Shoemaker — Director

There Is No Antimemetics Division by gntm

What if your missing memories were the only sign of an invasion beyond
understanding? A fascinating tale of deduction, adventure, and literally
all-consuming threats.
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Thank You to the Rye Free Reading Room
2025 Auxiliary Board Diamond Sponsor:
Rye Professional Firefighters Local 2029

The Rye Professional Firefighters aren't just heroes in a crisis—they are
also deeply committed to supporting the community year-round. One of
the ways they do this is through their nonprofit, 2029 Fundraising, which
supports local causes and organizations such as the Rye Free Reading
Room, the Rye Nature Center, Rye schools, and more. In addition, 2029
Fundraising provides critical assistance to local first responders’ families
during times of unthinkable crisis.

The organization is led by a dedicated board of firefighters and Rye
residents who review grant applications, respond to emergency requests,
and plan its signature annual event, the St. Patrick's Day Ball. Rye resident
and Board Vice President Victoria McMahon shares, “As residents of Rye
we are so lucky to have these dedicated Firefighters protecting our
community from disaster. It is incredible that even after they have
clocked out, they still find ways to support local organizations and
families through fundraising and charitable giving.”

Board President and professional firefighter Sal Inguanti echoes this
commitment, adding, “Our work supports people during their most
challenging moments, and it is incredibly rewarding to provide help when
it is needed most.”

The 2026 St. Patrick’s Day Ball will take place on Friday, March 13, 2026.
This incredibly fun evening includes a seated dinner, open bar, live auction,
a lively band, and more Irish games and entertainment. Early bird tickets
go on sale on January 12th visit www.2029fundraising.com to sign up to
get notified. For more information

about Sponsorship packages or THE RYE PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS i =
how you can help email, BT. PATRICK'S DAY BALL
info@2029fundraising.com. =T ]5 “wesor |

HARRISON MEADOWS COUNTRY CLUB
EARLY BIRD TICKETS $275 ON SALE JANUARY 12"

Thank You to the 2029FUNDRAISING.COM
Rye Free Reading Room
2025 Auxiliary Board
Diamond Sponsor

Rye Professional
Firefighters Local 2029
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