
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Rye Free Reading Room 
Rye Free Reading Room 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 
 3:30 PM 

 
 
Attendees 
 
Mary Sykes, Sarah Wise-Miller, Bernie Althoff, Jim Billingsley, Ted Burdick, John 
Eckerson, Carolina Johnson, Cara Puzzuoli, Lise White, Mark Zwerger, Chris 
Shoemaker, (Director) 
Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order by President, Mary Sykes at 3:30, with a quorum in 
attendance and with Chris Shoemaker acting as secretary. 
 
Minutes 
 
Bernie Althoff moved and Carolina Johnson seconded the motion that the 
minutes of the February 9, 2014 Annual Meeting be approved.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
President's Report 
 
President Mary Sykes welcomed everyone and thanked the community for their 
generous participation in the annual campaign and the city for their continued 
support. Thanks to the strong community support, and the generosity of the City 
of Rye, the library would be increasing public service hours for 2015.   
 
In addition to public service hours, the library embarked on a strong community 
outreach campaign, which established lending libraries at Le Pain Quotidion and 
Rye Golf Club. Library staff have been hard at work building connections to the 
Rye schools, which will encourage students to use the library more often for 
homework, programs, and research. Mary thanked all the library staff for their 
hard work and dedication.  
 
President Sykes recognized the two trustees who are transitioning off the board 
and thanked them for their years of dedicated service. Those transitioning off are: 
Jim Billingsly and Debra Julian. Mary then introduced Sarah Wise Miller, Chair of 
the Nominating Committee. 
 
Nominating Committee Report and Election of Trustees of the Class of 2018. 
 
Chair  Sarah Wise Miller summarized her report of the Nominating Committee by 
presenting the new slate of officers for the executive committee: 
 
Mary Sykes, President 



Sarah Wise Miller, Vice President 
Susan Jansen, Treasurer 
Carolina Johnson, Secretary 
 
She then introduced two nominees for the Class of 2018 Trustees: Gail Fell, 
Francis P. Jenkins III, Eileen Flood O’Connor, Patricia Rafter, and Peter Sinnot 
IV. She provided summary background information on each. 
 
A motion to approve the slate of officers for the Executive Committee, to elect the 
five new trustees and re-elect the the existing Trustees was made by Mark 
Zwerge. Cara Puzzuoli seconded the motion and the slate of officers and 
Trustees was approved by those present and 132 proxy votes.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. in anticipation of a conversation 
between Director Chris Shoemaker and J Courtney Sullivan, author of The 
Engagements.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Chris Shoemaker, Acting Secretary 


